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WGST 50103 (three credits; cross-listed undergrad/grad); class nbr 74325 

Feminist/Queer Inquiry: Theory & Praxis—fall 2020; MW 2:00-3:20 [via Zoom]* 

*Contact Sarah to plan any needed accommodations for meeting time or ZOOM use. 

Need training on using ZOOM?: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rC7OyDjasBs&feature=emb_title 

Zoom links: class (M and W, same link here) https://tcu.zoom.us/j/97492866099 

Wed office https://tcu.zoom.us/j/97566162110; Thurs office hour https://tcu.zoom.us/j/93160943150 

Final Exam: Nov. 23 student reflection and self-assessment conferences; scheduled individually with Sarah 

    
Instructor: Sarah R. Robbins; campus office: Reed 118; email: s.robbins@tcu  

Twitter: @sarahrrobbins   Website: https://sarahruffingrobbins.com/   Pronouns: she/her/hers 

ZOOM Office hours: Wednesdays 9:00-10; Thursdays 4:00-5:00 AND online daily via email (Please allow 48 

hours for response on weekends). If you haven’t heard from me in 48 hours, please do re-send your email. 

Catalog Course Description:  

This interdisciplinary course considers key concepts in contemporary feminist theory as they are applied in praxis. Drawing on 

readings from a range of feminist scholarly traditions, students carry out inquiry projects grounded in key historical trends and 

social issues linked to the study of gender in varying cultural contexts. (Prerequisite for undergraduates=WGST 20003; no 

prerequisite for graduate students) 

Learning Outcomes: 

1. Students recognize approaches to feminist praxis as carried out across diverse professional work environments and 

fields. 

2. Students assess how feminist theories contribute to interdisciplinary knowledge production. 

3. Students apply diverse feminist theoretical frameworks to carry out praxis-oriented projects.  

4. Students employ feminist research methods from a variety of disciplines. 

Course vision statement and teaching methods from Sarah Robbins, based on teaching philosophy: 

Feminists have a long tradition of linking inquiry and activism, theory and practice. At the heart of this commitment is a related 

belief in the power of voice, particularly as exercised through writing, and in the efficacy of community-building networks. Thus, 

while our class will certainly embrace the reading of feminist scholarship and creative texts, we will also cultivate our skills as 

writers and (in the words of African American teacher-scholar Carla Peterson) do-ers. Further, we will look to blurring lines 

between “academic” and broader “public” sites of action. 

 

TCU Mission Statement 
To educate individuals to think and act as ethical leaders and responsible citizens in the global community. 

Women and Gender Studies Mission Statement 

TCU’s interdisciplinary Women and Gender Studies Program puts women, gender, and sexuality at the center of academic 

investigation. The Program promotes inquiry into the intersections of gender with other identity categories; the workings of 

power in society; and the means of advancing social justice and equality. Through research, teaching and learning, and 

collaboration, the Program fosters feminist and interdisciplinary analysis across social, historical, cultural, and global contexts, 

products, and practices. 
 

Required texts to purchase for whole-class reading and discussion:  

Moraga, Cherríe and Gloria Anzaldúa. The Bridge Called My Back: Writings by Radical Women of Color. Albany: SUNY Press, 

2015. https://www.amazon.com/This-Bridge-Called-Back-
Fourth/dp/1438454384/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1531430101&sr=1-
1&keywords=this+bridge+called+my+back 

Peters, Julie Anne. Luna. New York: Little Brown, 2004. https://www.amazon.com/Luna-Julie-Anne-

Peters/dp/0316011274/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1531429308&sr=1-1&keywords=Luna+J+Peters 

Pilcher, Jane and Imelda Whelehan, eds. Key Concepts in Gender Studies. 2nd edition. Los Angeles: Sage, 2017.  
https://www.amazon.com/Key-Concepts-Gender-Studies-

SAGE/dp/1446260291/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1531429971&sr=1-1&keywords=key+concepts+in+gender+studies 

https://tcu.zoom.us/j/97492866099
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rC7OyDjasBs&feature=emb_title
https://tcu.zoom.us/j/97492866099
https://tcu.zoom.us/j/97566162110
https://tcu.zoom.us/j/93160943150
mailto:s.robbins@tcu
https://sarahruffingrobbins.com/
https://tcu.zoom.us/j/97566162110
https://tcu.zoom.us/j/93160943150
https://www.amazon.com/This-Bridge-Called-Back-Fourth/dp/1438454384/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1531430101&sr=1-1&keywords=this+bridge+called+my+back
https://www.amazon.com/This-Bridge-Called-Back-Fourth/dp/1438454384/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1531430101&sr=1-1&keywords=this+bridge+called+my+back
https://www.amazon.com/This-Bridge-Called-Back-Fourth/dp/1438454384/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1531430101&sr=1-1&keywords=this+bridge+called+my+back
https://www.amazon.com/Luna-Julie-Anne-Peters/dp/0316011274/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1531429308&sr=1-1&keywords=Luna+J+Peters
https://www.amazon.com/Luna-Julie-Anne-Peters/dp/0316011274/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1531429308&sr=1-1&keywords=Luna+J+Peters
https://www.amazon.com/Key-Concepts-Gender-Studies-SAGE/dp/1446260291/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1531429971&sr=1-1&keywords=key+concepts+in+gender+studies
https://www.amazon.com/Key-Concepts-Gender-Studies-SAGE/dp/1446260291/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1531429971&sr=1-1&keywords=key+concepts+in+gender+studies
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See Schedule for additional readings, which are in the course’s TCU online BOX. See bibliography, also, for 

optional resource readings, most of which you can acquire from the TCU library. 

Film performance texts to be viewed in class—see meeting schedule; here is one example: 

Guyland: Where Boys Become Men. Directed and written by Michael Kimmel; produced by Jeremy Earp, Sut Jhally 

and Jason Young. (Film). Northampton, MA: Media Education Foundation, 2015. (Kanopy streaming 

subscription held by TCU) [excerpts] 
 

Projects for all students: (see schedule below and individual assignment sheets): 

a) Feature story based on an interview linked to a feminist inquiry topic, with an interpretive reflection (Sept 9)  

b) Explication of a feminist performance text relevant to your interests in feminist thought, gender as 

“performed” identity, and/or performed enactment of social power relations (October 5) [oral w/media] 

c) Feminist recovery his/her/theirstory--doing a piece of feminist recovery research, connected conceptually 

either to the 2020 suffrage anniversary, the fall 2020 election, a personal story of lived experience during 

pandemic times, or some dimension of civic engagement, local and/or beyond (October 28)  

d) Ethnography Project – Study of an activist organization or network as seen through online presence, with your 

research and reporting applying concepts of feminist ethnography OR approved alternative personal project 

applying feminist inquiry principles and practices (November 16) [oral and written] 

e) Reflection on course learning – [written and oral] 

(written due Nov. 20; oral conference with Sarah individually scheduled sometime during exam slot, Nov. 23.] 

 

Undergraduates’ grades will be based on the above assignments and on ongoing participation, according to 

the following breakdown: 

Interview Project:    20% (due September 9) 

Performance Analysis Project:  30% (due October 5) 

Feminist Recovery Project:  20% (due November 9 before class [or earlier, if possible]) 

Written & Oral Reflection on Course Learning: 20% (written Nov. 20; oral self-reflection meeting with Sarah Nov. 23) 

Participation/attendance   10% 

Total:               100% 

Participation grade: 27 meetings for the course—3.75 points for full attendance at each meeting = grade of 101.25 

(recorded as 100), meaning that it’s very possible to miss a couple of class meetings and still earn an A for participation. 

Note: You may also earn 4 additional points—thereby “making up” for a missed class meeting—by attending a pre-

approved (online or in-person) campus event and providing a written reflection.  

Maximum grade for participation grade = 100%; see additional notes on attendance in the policy section of this syllabus. 

Final Numerical Grade Calculation:    

Grade Score 

A  94-100 

A- 90-93 

B+ 87-89 

B 84-86 

B- 80-83 

C+ 77-79 

C 74-76 

C- 70-73 

D 60-69 [Note: A score below 60 would be an F grade.] 

 

Graduate Students’ Additional Requirements 
Just as for undergraduate colleagues, a basic requirement for the course is that you come to class (i.e., Zoom synchronous 

meetings) not only prepared for each day’s collaborative work but also prepared to play a leadership role in discussion and 

activities. That entails as much listening as it does talking—cultivating a spirit of generosity and a recognition that one role of 

graduate students is to support undergraduate learning.  

The information below outlines the “extra” requirements and expectations for students receiving graduate credit. You 

will complete the four major projects listed above. In addition, you will complete one additional project.  
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Additional Project and Readings for Graduate Students: 

Facilitating discussion of one “key concept” from required text and follow-up one-page reflection 

on learning from your work (dates: various; sign up for one term/date; see separate assignment sheet) 

Extra Readings: See course schedule 

 

Graduate Student Grade Breakdown: 

Common assignments with undergraduates  

Interview Project:    10% (due September 9) 

Performance Analysis Project:  20% (due October 5) 

Feminist Recovery Project:  20% (due November 9 before class [or earlier, if possible) 

Written & Oral Reflection on Course Learning: 20% (written Nov. 20; oral self-reflection meeting with Sarah Nov. 23) 

Participation/attendance   10% 

Total:               80% 

Additional graduate-level assignment 

Present on one key concept:  10% (individually scheduled) 

Reflect in writing on teaching your concept 10% (individually scheduled) 

Total:     100% 

 

Tentative Course Calendar: Synchronous Zoom Meetings MW 2:00-3:20 
*Contact Sarah individually to plan any needed accommodations for meeting time or ZOOM use. 

Unit 1: Feminist Identities and Agency 

 
Project and product: interview planning; interview report & analysis Concepts Explored 

Conduct an interview applying feminist interviewing principles. 

 

Write an interview feature story that blends presentation of material from 

the interview with storytelling for a public audience beyond academic 

experts. 

 

Write a reflection on your own take-aways from the interview, including 

possibilities for future inquiry in the course and beyond. 

standpoint, intersectionality, agency, gender versus 

sexual orientation, social construction of gender, 

solidarity and difference, queer theory, standpoint, 

feminist epistemologies and inquiry methods 

Date Topic Reading/Preparation to complete before class In-class Learning Activities (Synchronous Session) 

Aug 

17 

What is 

“Feminist 

Inquiry”? 

View: Adichie, “We Should All Be Feminists.” 

TEDxEuston: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hg3umXU_qWc 

[Note: captions available—Choose settings + subtitles + your 

language]  

Discussion: 

Adichie, “We Should All Be Feminists.” TEDxEuston: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hg3umXU_qWc 

Introduction of Interview Project Expectations 

(Separate assignment sheet to be previewed in class.) 

Aug. 

19 

Listening 

to 

Feminist 

Voices  

Review syllabus and prepare questions for class. 

 

DeVault, Marjorie L. and Glenda Gross. “Feminist 

Qualitative Interviewing: Experience, Talk, and 

Knowledge.” Handbook of Feminist Research: 

Activities: 

Feminist Interviewing—Interview a class member 

Addressing questions about the syllabus 

 

Discussing assigned articles to identify feminist 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hg3umXU_qWc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hg3umXU_qWc


Robbins-syllabus fall 2020: 4 

 

Theory and Praxis. 2nd edition. Edited by Sharlene 

Nagy Hess-Biber. Los Angeles: Sage 2012. 206-236. 

 

Also skim these and note differences in approach:  

“’The Man-Not.” Inside Higher Ed (September 7, 

2017):https://www.insidehighered.com/news/2017/09/07/tommy-

curry-discusses-new-book-how-critical-theory-has-ignored-

realities-black 

AND 

Moosa-Mitha, Mehmoona and Fariyal Ross-Sheriff. 

“Portrait of a Pioneer: An Intellectual Biography of 

Lena Dominelli.” Affilia: Journal of Women and 

Social Work 23.3 (August 2008): 281-287. 

Additional reading for graduate students: 

Boe, John, Ed Kahn and Deirdre McCloskey. 

“Humanomics: An Interview with Deirdre 

McCloskey.” Writing on the Edge 21.2 (Spring 

2011): 84-100.  

inquiry principles and practices. 

 

*For graduate students: Expectations handout for 

leading a future discussion on one “Key Concept” will 

be provided 

Aug 

24 

Studying 

Key 

Concepts 

From Key Concepts: “Gender,” “Gendered” 

 

Edwidge Danticat reading Jamaica Kincaid’s “Girl” 

https://www.newyorker.com/podcast/fiction/edwidge-

danticat-reads-jamaica-kincaid [Begin at 4:50]  

[Print copy of audio file in TCU BOX] 

 

Crockett, Emily. “The Controversy over 

Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie and Trans Women, 

Explained.” VOX (March 15, 2017): 

https://www.vox.com/identities/2017/3/15/14910900/chimamanda-

ngozi-adichie-transgender-women-comments-apology 

 

Fielder, Brigitte. “Carter Semenya is ‘A Woman’s 

Rights.’” Avidly (June 5, 2019): 
http://avidly.lareviewofbooks.org/2019/06/05/caster-

semenyas-is-a-womans-rights/ (and in TCU BOX) 
 

Identify and secure agreement to participate from an 

interviewee. 

Share plans for first project: bring your questions. 

 

Discussion of readings. 

 

 

Aug 

26 

Concepts 

and 

Planning 

First 

Project; 

Politics 

and 

Feminist 

Analysis 

Readings from the fall 2019 class members’ 

collaborative interview project, Weaving a Local 

Feminist History, available here: 

https://www.flipsnack.com/tcuwomenandgenderstudies/weaving-

a-local-feminist-history-x9e14owilw/full-view.html 

 

 

All read: 

“Priscilla Tate,” “Linda Moore,” and “Australia 

Tarver” 

Choice texts: one in “Leading On” section and one in 

“Celebrating Graduate Student Alumni” section 

 

Brainstorming interview questions 

 

Discussing interview stories from Weaving a Local 

Feminist History 

Mini-summaries and takeaways from your 

individualized readings 

 

Synthesizing responses to content and presentation 

method from whole-group readings  

 

https://www.insidehighered.com/news/2017/09/07/tommy-curry-discusses-new-book-how-critical-theory-has-ignored-realities-black
https://www.insidehighered.com/news/2017/09/07/tommy-curry-discusses-new-book-how-critical-theory-has-ignored-realities-black
https://www.insidehighered.com/news/2017/09/07/tommy-curry-discusses-new-book-how-critical-theory-has-ignored-realities-black
https://www.newyorker.com/podcast/fiction/edwidge-danticat-reads-jamaica-kincaid
https://www.newyorker.com/podcast/fiction/edwidge-danticat-reads-jamaica-kincaid
https://www.vox.com/identities/2017/3/15/14910900/chimamanda-ngozi-adichie-transgender-women-comments-apology
https://www.vox.com/identities/2017/3/15/14910900/chimamanda-ngozi-adichie-transgender-women-comments-apology
http://avidly.lareviewofbooks.org/2019/06/05/caster-semenyas-is-a-womans-rights/
http://avidly.lareviewofbooks.org/2019/06/05/caster-semenyas-is-a-womans-rights/
https://www.flipsnack.com/tcuwomenandgenderstudies/weaving-a-local-feminist-history-x9e14owilw/full-view.html
https://www.flipsnack.com/tcuwomenandgenderstudies/weaving-a-local-feminist-history-x9e14owilw/full-view.html
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Additional reading for graduate students: 

“Preface” and “Introduction” 

Aug 

31 

Standpoint 

& Other 

Key 

Concepts 

From Key Concepts: “Intersectionality,” “Queer 

Theory,” “Standpoint,” “Power,” 

[graduate student facilitation +/or all-group reading] 

 

Work on your interview project 

 

Sharing materials and questions from your interview 

project  

 

Group Work on Key Concepts 

 

Potential grad student presentation of a Key Concept 

Sept. 

2 

Telling 

Gendered 

Stories of 

Feminist 

Agency 

Prepare for informal in-class sharing from your 

interview project work so far: 

• What have you learned about key feminist 

concepts from work on this project?  

• What have you learned about feminist 

inquiry and writing processes?  

• What comments can you share about 

strengths and limitations of your work for 

this project? 

• What questions should we all carry forward? 

NOTE: Your DRAFT interview story must be 

uploaded to TCU BOX by September 4 at noon 

{See rubric for grading and instructions for peer 

response work in TCU BOX.} 

In-class listening/viewing and discussion: 

 

Mary Fisher’s “Whisper of Aids” speech to the Republican 

Convention, 1992: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W0qMBVoXlKU&t=32s  

 

Giffords, Gabrielle. “Testimony at Senate Gun Control 

Hearing: ‘You Must Act.’” 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lpXUTYVYk88 

Note both Giffords’ speech and her husband’s role  

 

 

    

BY 

Sept 7 

 Read classmates’ stories in BOX; respond via 

email (CC-ing instructor) to at least two. [See 

separate directions sheet and associated rubric.] 

Asynchronous “meeting” by reading classmates’ work 

should happen not later than 2:00 p.m. on 9/7/20 

**Note:  The activity above is “asynchronous,” meaning you choose you day/time for completion, just being sure to submit by 9/7/20 at 2:00 p.m. 

 

Unit 2: Gender Performances: Interacting with Social Power Structures 

 

Project and Product: Explicating feminist performance in action Concepts explored 

Carry out an interpretive analysis of a feminist performance or presentation that is 

guided by a commitment to resisting hegemonic (patriarchal?) power in some way 

Examples of media: film, play/theatre, roundtable or formal talk on campus or in 

the community, web-based presentation, twitter feed of a feminist communicator 

gender and performance (studies), feminist 

rhetoric and cultural rhetoric, rhetorical 

listening and silence, representation, 

transgender, violence and masculinity 

 

Images above: From the first edition of The Adventures of 

Huckleberry Finn 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W0qMBVoXlKU&t=32s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lpXUTYVYk88
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Date Topic Reading/Preparation to complete before class Learning Activities (Synchronous Session) 

Sept. 

9 

Bridging to 

Second Project 

on Gender and 

Performativity 

Writing Project due for all:  

Interview report with personal reflection piece 

 

 

 

 

View/listen and discuss in class:  

Dove beauty myth ad campaign: 

“Evolution of a Model: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s2gD80jv5ZQ 

“Onslaught”: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9zKfF40jeCA 

 

“Tough Guise: Violence, Media & the Crisis in 

Masculinity” 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YyK4bpWZmh4&list

=PLmWGhU-3RVetIN0wpiMdf0h1j9m-jE4d1 

 

 

If time: Nobel Laureate Wangari Maathai's 

hummingbird fable: 

http://eloquentwoman.blogspot.com/2011/10/famous-

speech-friday-nobel-laureate.html 

 

Discuss directions for Performance Analysis, 

including excerpts from Judith Butler’s 

scholarship 

Sept. 

14 

Performing 

Gendered 

Identities 

From Key Concepts: “Body,” “Class,” 

“Public/Private,” “Race/Ethnicity,” “Representation” 

[graduate student facilitations] 

 

Undergraduates read one of these: 

Davidson, Rachel D., and Catherine A. Dobris. “Social activism 

in popular culture: A critical review of disparate responses to 

Beyoncé’s 2016 Super Bowl performance and Kendrick Lamar’s 

2016 Grammy performance.” Women & Language 39.2 (2017): 

115-20. 

 

Durham, Aisha. “Class Formation: Beyoncé in Music Video 

Production.” Black Camera 91 (Fall 2017): 197-204.  

 

Heller, Meredith. “Is she he? Drag discourse and drag logic in 

online media reports of gender variance.” Feminist Media Stories 

16.3 (2015): 445-59. 

 

Kumari, Ashanka. “’You and I’: Identity and the Performance of 

Self in Lady Gaga and Beyoncé.” The Journal of Popular Culture 

49.2 (2016): 403-16. 

 

If needed: 

Geczy, Adam and Vicki Karaminas. “Lady Gaga: American 

Horror Story, Fashion, Monstrosity, and the Grotesque.” Fashion 

Theory: The Journal of Dress, Body and Culture 21.6 (2017): 

709-31.  

 

Graduate student reading: 

Staples, Jeanine M. “How #Black GirlMagic Cultivates 

Supreme Love to Heal and Save Souls That Can Heal and 

Save the World: An Introduction to Endarkened Feminist 

Epistemological and Ontological Evolutions of Self 

View and discuss in class: 

 

Ed Sheeran and Beyoncé, “Perfect”:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DRdcy5P-3sg 

 

Beyoncé, “Hold Up” from Lemonade: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PeonBmeFR8o 

 

 
 

Discussion of assigned readings: 

Quick reports from individual readers 

 

Take a close look at assignment packet for this 

project 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s2gD80jv5ZQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9zKfF40jeCA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YyK4bpWZmh4&list=PLmWGhU-3RVetIN0wpiMdf0h1j9m-jE4d1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YyK4bpWZmh4&list=PLmWGhU-3RVetIN0wpiMdf0h1j9m-jE4d1
http://eloquentwoman.blogspot.com/2011/10/famous-speech-friday-nobel-laureate.html
http://eloquentwoman.blogspot.com/2011/10/famous-speech-friday-nobel-laureate.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DRdcy5P-3sg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PeonBmeFR8o
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through a Critique of Beyoncé’s Lemonade.” Taboo: The 

Journal of culture & Education 16.2 (2017-18): 29-49. 

Sept. 

16 

Fluid Selves: 

Writing, 

Embodiment and 

Performance 

From Key Concepts: “Masculinities,” “Sexuality,” 

“Transgender,” “(The) Other” [Graduate student 

facilitations] 

 

View video clip from “Trans*Revolutions Virtual 

Symposium” opening Zoom session, view through 

presentation by Texas Isaiah to about 16.25 mins 

available here: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=988&v=

QmDlCaxT8Ok&feature=emb_logo 

 

Paramo, Michael. “Hypermasculinity and LGBTQ+ 

Identity Erasure in Communities of Color.” TQ 

(September 19, 2016): 

https://thequeerness.com/2016/09/19/hypermasculinity-

and-lgbt-identity-erasure-in-communities-of-color/ 

Discussion of readings and video viewing 

 

Quick re-view of Texas Isaiah’s presentation 

at the Trans*Revolutions Symposium and 

identification of points of analysis you could 

include in your project if this text were your 

chosen on to interpret for the performance 

project 

 

Status check informal updates on your 

performance project 

Sept 

21 

“Manhood,” 

Intersectionality 

and Gender 

Performance 

View before class: 

Guyland: Where Boys Become Men 

[excerpts: https://tcu.kanopy.com/video/guyland 

Start at 19.09 minutes. 

Choose one of these: 

Johnson, E. Patrick. “Put a Little Honey in My 

Sweet Tea: Oral History as Quare Performance.” 

WSQ: Women’s Studies Quarterly 44.3/4 

(Fall/Winter 2016): 51-67. 

 

O’Donoghue, Dónal. “’Speak and act in a manly 

fashion’: the role of the body in the construction of 

men and masculinity in primary teacher education in 

Ireland.” Irish Journal of Sociology 14.2 (2005): 

231-52.  

 

Ruiz, Pollyanna. “Power revealed: masking police 

officers in the public sphere.” Visual Communication 

16.3 (2017): 299-314. 

 

Moran, John. “’Queer Rednecks’: Padgett Powell’s 

Manly South.” Southern Cultures 22.3 (Fall 2016): 

96-122. 

 

Optional reading for graduate students: 

hooks, bell. “Schooling Black Males.” We Real 

Cool: Black Men and Masculinity. New York: 

Routledge, 2004. 32-43.  

Discuss in class: 

Guyland: Where Boys Become Men 

[excerpts from film based on Michael 

Kimmel’s book of the same name] 

https://tcu.kanopy.com/video/guyland 

 

“Imaging” Gender and Sexuality: Analyzing 

Examples from Popular Culture Figures 

 

 
Above & more images to be discussed in class 

Sept 

23 

Performing 

Trans Identity  

Peters, Luna  

Optional reading for graduate students: 

Putzi, Jennifer. “‛None of this “trapped-in-a-man’s-

body” bullshit’: Transgender Girls and Wrong-Body 

Begin discussion of Luna 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=988&v=QmDlCaxT8Ok&feature=emb_logo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=988&v=QmDlCaxT8Ok&feature=emb_logo
https://thequeerness.com/2016/09/19/hypermasculinity-and-lgbt-identity-erasure-in-communities-of-color/
https://thequeerness.com/2016/09/19/hypermasculinity-and-lgbt-identity-erasure-in-communities-of-color/
https://tcu.kanopy.com/video/guyland
https://tcu.kanopy.com/video/guyland
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Discourse in Young Adult Fiction.” Tulsa Studies in 

Women’s Literature 36.2 (Fall 2017): 423-48. 

Sept. 

28 

Responses to 

Trans Identities  

Readings for all: 

“’Trans-forming’ the Workplace to Be Transgender 

Inclusive”  

https://ssir.org/articles/entry/trans_forming_the_workplace

_to_be_transgender_inclusive 

For graduate students and skimming for undergrads: 

McCloskey, Deirdre. Crossing: A Memoir. Chicago: 

University of Chicago Press, 1999. [Excerpts: Grad 

students read closely; undergrads skim & bring to class.] 

 

“Judith Butler on the culture wars, JK Rowling….” 

https://www.newstatesman.com/international/2020/09/judit

h-butler-culture-wars-jk-rowling-and-living-anti-

intellectual-times 

Complete discussion of Luna 

 

Discuss readings on responses to trans 

identities 

 

Sept 

30 

Performing 

Performance 

Analyses 

On Being an Ally and Supporting Equity: 

https://www.glaad.org/amp/beginners-guide-being-ally-to-trans-

people 

AND 

https://transequality.org/issues/resources/supporting-the-

transgender-people-in-your-life-a-guide-to-being-a-good-ally 

Updates on your performance analyses 

 

Hearing from guest speaker(s) 

Oct 5 Presentations 

Part 1 

Prepare oral mini-presentation for class. Submit your new 

media piece or handout to TCU BOX before class (all) 

Mini-presentations from student performance 

analyses 

Oct 7 Presentations 

Part 2 

Those not presenting Monday will present today; note that 

new media piece or handout are due for ALL students on 

October 5, regardless of when you present. 

ALL: begin readings for Oct. 12, which are extensive. 

Mini-presentations from student performance 

analyses 

 

 

Unit 3: Historicizing Feminism and Creating Feminist Histories 

 

Project and Product: Telling a Feminist Recovery Story Concepts explored 

Feminist History-writing: Choose a topic appropriate for feminist historiography (i.e., writing history 

using feminist methods and from a feminist standpoint), which is NOT equivalent to historicizing the 

women’s movement or writing about the history of feminism. 

 

Carry out research that includes these features: 

Choosing a subject/figure/event that has been marginalized from dominant histories. 

Finding and interpreting a relevant written textual or material culture artifact. 

Securing an image that contributes to understanding your inquiry topic.  

Visiting a site (in person or via an online/digital visit). 

Creating a first-person account of your process, findings, and take-aways in a feminist inquiry context OR 

the importance of 

gendered/gendering history, 

gender as a useful category of 

historical analysis, materialist 

feminism and standpoint as they 

may impact feminist history-

writing, moving marginalized 

stories to the center, archives of 

gendered history, waves, 

cosmopolitanism and global 

https://ssir.org/articles/entry/trans_forming_the_workplace_to_be_transgender_inclusive
https://ssir.org/articles/entry/trans_forming_the_workplace_to_be_transgender_inclusive
https://www.newstatesman.com/international/2020/09/judith-butler-culture-wars-jk-rowling-and-living-anti-intellectual-times
https://www.newstatesman.com/international/2020/09/judith-butler-culture-wars-jk-rowling-and-living-anti-intellectual-times
https://www.newstatesman.com/international/2020/09/judith-butler-culture-wars-jk-rowling-and-living-anti-intellectual-times
https://www.glaad.org/amp/beginners-guide-being-ally-to-trans-people
https://www.glaad.org/amp/beginners-guide-being-ally-to-trans-people
https://transequality.org/issues/resources/supporting-the-transgender-people-in-your-life-a-guide-to-being-a-good-ally
https://transequality.org/issues/resources/supporting-the-transgender-people-in-your-life-a-guide-to-being-a-good-ally
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Generating a historical analysis of your topic that spotlights the feminist historiography qualities of your 

subject, method, and implications. 

Example topics: first Black woman professor at TCU; Spectrum at TCU; gendered history of TCU statues 

feminism, borderlands, intersections 

of race history and gender history 

Date Topic Reading/Preparation to complete before class In-class Learning Activities 

(Synchronous Session) 

Oct. 

12 

Historicizing 

Feminist 

Thought and 

Action: 

Recovering 

Feminist 

Stories 

(Movement 

Histories, 

Personal 

Herstories of 

Engagement 

with the 

“Waves”) 

Anthony, Susan B. “On Women’s Right to Vote: Speech after Arrest 

for Illegal Voting.” [1872] http://www.historyplace.com/speeches/anthony.htm 

 

Harper, Frances Ellen Watkins. "We Are All Bound Up Together," 

in Proceedings of the Eleventh Women's Rights Convention. New 

York: Robert J. Johnston, 1866. http://www.blackpast.org/1866-frances-

ellen-watkins-harper-we-are-all-bound-together-0 

 

Friedan, Betty. “The Problem That Has No Name.” The Feminine 

Mystique [excerpt-link OR BOX copy] 

https://www.cengage.com/custom/static_content/OLC/s76656_76218lf/friedan.pdf 

[Note: more readings on the next page….] 

 

Lorde, Audre. “Letter to Mary Daly.” This Bridge, 90-93. 

 

Mary Daly’s response to Lorde: file in TCU box, named “Daly 

response to Lorde” 

 

Snyder-Hall, “Third-Wave Feminism and the Defense of ‘Choice.’” 

Perspectives on Politics 81. (March 2010): 255-261.  

 

Rampton, Martha. “Four Waves of Feminism.” 

https://www.pacificu.edu/about/media/four-waves-feminism 

 

From Key Concepts: “Waves of Feminism” (skim) and, optionally, 

“Postfeminism” 

 

Optional update on Friedan’s work/50th anniversary:  

http://www.brainpickings.org/index.php/2013/02/19/the-feminine-mystique/ 

Introduction of Expectations for 

Recovery Project 

 

Writings on our readings 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Oct. 

14 

 

Situating 

Local 

Feminist 

Recovery in 

Larger 

Frameworks 

Read feature story and view video chronicling a feminist recovery project 

sponsored by a class at the University of Texas, Austin; prepare response notes 

https://lifeandletters.la.utexas.edu/2018/07/fight-like-a-girl-how-womens-

activism-shapes-history-2/ 

 

View imbedded video: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=6&v=xF3m2g9InJE&feature=emb_logo  

 

Cody Jackson will facilitate our engagement with a term from our Key Concepts text: 

“The Other” 

Consider UT-Austin-based project: 

--as a model of recovery process in 

action; 

--for its “recovery” content; 

--as a source for method ideas; 

--as an example of interesting 

presentation techniques 

Oct. 

19 

The Practice 

and Politics 

of Feminist 

Storytelling 

“A Black Feminist Statement: Combahee River Collective,” This 

Bridge, 210-218. Also available here: 

http://circuitous.org/scraps/combahee.html 

 

Readings to be divided for small-group study: 

Choose one of these and prepare an informal summary and reflection on what 

Discussion of Combahee River 

Collective as flashpoint 

 

Small groups touching base and then 

sharing out from their readings 

 

Share-out from graduate students: 

http://www.historyplace.com/speeches/anthony.htm
http://www.blackpast.org/1866-frances-ellen-watkins-harper-we-are-all-bound-together-0
http://www.blackpast.org/1866-frances-ellen-watkins-harper-we-are-all-bound-together-0
https://www.cengage.com/custom/static_content/OLC/s76656_76218lf/friedan.pdf
https://www.pacificu.edu/about/media/four-waves-feminism
http://www.brainpickings.org/index.php/2013/02/19/the-feminine-mystique/
https://lifeandletters.la.utexas.edu/2018/07/fight-like-a-girl-how-womens-activism-shapes-history-2/
https://lifeandletters.la.utexas.edu/2018/07/fight-like-a-girl-how-womens-activism-shapes-history-2/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=6&v=xF3m2g9InJE&feature=emb_logo
http://circuitous.org/scraps/combahee.html
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the text contributes to our understanding of feminist histories and the history of 

feminism: 1) “Catching Fire: Preface,” This Bridge, xv-xxvi;  2) “Introduction, 

1981,” This Bridge, xliii-xlvii; 3) “Afterword,” This Bridge, 249-252; 4) 

Foreword, This Bridge, 253-254. 

 

Additional reading for graduate students: 

Grewal, Inderpal. “Traveling Barbie: Indian Transnationalities and the 

Global Consumer,” Transnational America: Feminisms, Diasporas, 

Neoliberalisms. Durham: Duke University Press, 2005. 80-120. 

pull-quotes and commentary 

 

Sarah will share performance 

strategies and activities based on 

Desiree Dianne Rowe, Justin J. 

Rudnick & Leah White’s 

Communication Teacher essay, 

“Images of identity: Performing 

power and intersectionality”  

Oct. 

21 

Situating 

Your Project 

in a Feminist 

Inquiry 

Tradition  

Read ONE of these: (1) conference presentation on Carrie Walls 

Gassaway:  https://tcu.app.box.com/file/729074237846 (10pp) 

OR (2) essay in progress on Carrie Walls Gassaway:  

https://tcu.app.box.com/file/729079775604  (24 pp) 

View: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X80QqUzFWbQ&t=651s 

[On a recovery project about Mark and Carrie Walls Gassaway] 

Be prepared to give an informal update on your project. 

Guest speaker: Charles Kellogg 

will report on his family project 

of historical recovery on Mark 

and Carrie Gassaway 

Oct. 

26 

Recovering 

Marginalized 

Voices 

Choose one and prepare a brief performance piece:  

Moraga, “La Güera,” This Bridge, 22-29. 
 

Yamada, “Invisibility,” This Bridge, 30-35. 
 

Cameron, “Gee, You Don’t Seem,” This Bridge, 41-47. 
 

Quintanales, “I Paid,” This Bridge, 148-154. 
 

Canaan, “Brownness,” This Bridge, 232-237. 
 

Parker, “Revolution,” This Bridge, 238-241. 

 

Chrystos, “I Don’t Understand,” This Bridge, 65-67. 

 

Yamada, Mitsuye, “Asian Pacific Women and Feminism,” TB, 68-72. 

 

Moschkovich, Judit, “—But I Know You,” This Bridge, 73-77. 

 

Morales, Rosario, “We’re All in,” This Bridge, 87-89. 

 

Woo, “Letter to Ma,” This Bridge, 138-145. 

 

Additional reading for graduate students: 

Kandaswamy, Priya. “Gendering Racial Formation.” In Racial Formation in 

the Twenty-First Century. Edited by Daniel Martinez HoSang, Oneka 

LaBennett, and Laura Pulido. Berkeley: U of California Press, 2012. 23-38. 

Progress report on your recovery 

project: Share (orally) a brief 

description of your plans for the 

project 

--In small groups or pairs 

--With the whole class from each 

group/pair 

 

Presenting brief “performance 

pieces” from This Bridge 
 

 
 

Considering different modalities 

for sharing history projects 

Oct 

28 

Doing 

Historical 

Recovery 

conferencing day with no class meeting Artifact Museum: Share 3 artifacts 

from your research and Informal 

sharing from your historical 

recovery projects  

Nov. 

2 

Doing 

Historical 

Recovery 

Prepare an informal, ungraded oral presentation of at least one artifact 

from your research; collaborative, collegial feedback will come from 

class members 

Artifact Museum: Share 1 artifact 

from your research & tentative 

findings from your historical 

recovery projects  

 

 

 

https://tcu.app.box.com/file/729074237846
https://tcu.app.box.com/file/729079775604
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X80QqUzFWbQ&t=651s
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Unit 4: Communities & Networks in Action: Applied Feminist Scholarship 

   
 

Project and Product: Ethnographic-oriented Study of a Feminist Activism Site Concepts explored 

Carry out ethnographic-oriented site “visit” to an organization or group engaged in 

feminist social action by immersing in and analyzing its online networking. 

Compose a description and analysis of the organization’s work. 

Extend your analysis by explicating your personal take-aways for your own 

engagement in a feminist-related social issue in the future. 

OR 

Propose and carry out an alternative end-of-course project in line with your personal 

learning goals and professional plans for the future. 

community, networks, gendered citizens, 

feminism and youth studies, gendered literacy 

communities, political action, community 

organizing; post-feminism, a feminist life, 

“leaning in” (per Sheryl Sandberg?), gendered 

labor of various kinds, ethnographic versus 

feminist activist research, collaborative 

knowledge-making 

 

   
 

Date Topic Reading/Preparation to Complete before Class In-class Learning Activities 

(Synchronous Session) 

Nov 4 Networks of 

Solidarity and 

Questions of 

Access 

From Key Concepts: “Cyberfeminism” 

 

Turley, Emma and Jenny Fisher. “Tweeting back while 

shouting back: Social media and feminist activism.” 

Feminism and Psychology 28.1 (2018): 128-132. 

 

Create a bullet list of connecting points between the two 

readings listed above. 

 

Click around the organizations listed under “Anti-Violence 

Organizations and Resources.” Choose ONE group to check 

out and prepare a few observations note about their 

presentation of themselves and their work.  

https://wcc.stanford.edu/resources/feminist-websites-blogs-

and-resources 

 

Optional extra readings for graduate students: 

Wingfield, Adia Harvey. “Crossing the Color Line: Black 

Professional Men’s Development of Interracial Social 

Networks.” Societies 4.2 (2014): 240-255. 

 

Liu, Laura Y. “Ain’t I a Worker?! Gendered Labor and the 

Discussion of “Cyberfeminism” and article 

by Turley and Fisher in dialogue with each 

other: showing bullet points of connection 

 

Sharing of notes on the organization you 

selected from the “Anti-Violence Organizations 

and Resources” list on the Stanford U website: 

https://wcc.stanford.edu/resources/feminist-

websites-blogs-and-resources 

 

Touch-base on your history projects: any final 

questions? 

https://wcc.stanford.edu/resources/feminist-websites-blogs-and-resources
https://wcc.stanford.edu/resources/feminist-websites-blogs-and-resources
https://wcc.stanford.edu/resources/feminist-websites-blogs-and-resources
https://wcc.stanford.edu/resources/feminist-websites-blogs-and-resources
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Worker as a Political Subject in Workers’ Center 

Organizing.” Women’s Studies Quarterly 45.3/4 (Fall/Winter 

2017): 137-153.  

Nov 9 Doing 

Feminist and 

Queer 

Activism in 

the Academy 

and Beyond 

Undergraduates: 

Post to class googledoc an example of (a) visual 

image(s) you associate with feminist activism (or 

resistance to it) at TCU, in the local community, or 

beyond; post brief commentary on your choice image 

 

Readings for Graduate Students: Choose one -- 

Doing Feminist Work in the Academy 

Eyal-Lubling, Roni and Michal Krumer-Nevo. 

“Feminist Social Work: Practice and Theory of 

Practice.” Social Work 61.3 (July 2016): 245-254.  

 

Pétursdóttir, Gyða Margrét. “Fire-raising feminists: 

Embodied experience and activism in academia.” 

European Journal of Women’s Studies 24.1 (2017): 85-

99.  

 

Cho, Sumi, Kimberlé Williams Crenshaw, and Leslie 

McCall. “Toward a Field of Intersectionality Studies: 

Theory, Applications, and Praxis.” Signs 38. 4 (2013): 

785-810. 

You’ll present informal but thoughtful oral 

reflections on your choice of an image/images of 

feminist activism 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Nov 11 Men in the 

Field and 

Doing of 

Feminist 

Activism; 

Activists in the 

Academy 

Reading for everyone: 

Ahmed, Sara. “Introduction.” On Being Included: 

Racism and Diversity in Institutional Life. Durham: 

Duke U Press, 2012. 1-17. [TCU Box and link below] 

https://www.dukeupress.edu/Assets/PubMaterials/978-0-8223-5236-

5_601.pdf 

[Post a quote + response to class googledoc.] 

 

Choose one on Activism and Men/Women 

Wiley, Shaun, Ruhi Srinivasan, Elizabeth Finke, Joseph 

Firnhaber, and Alyssa Shilinsky. “Positive Portrayals of 

Feminist Men Increase Men’s Solidarity with Feminists and 

Collective Action Intentions.” Psychology of Women 

Quarterly 37.1 (2012): 61-71.  

 

Gotell, Lise and Emily Dutton. “Sexual Violence in the 

‘Manosphere.’: Antifeminist Men’s Rights Discourses on 

Rape.” International Journal for Crime, Justice and Social 

Democracy 5.2 (2016): 65‐80.  

 

Jane, Emma A. “’Dude…stop the spread’: antagonism, 

agonism, and #manspreading on social media.” International 

Journal of Cultural Studies 20.5 (2017): 459-475. 

Jigsaw Activities for sharing learning from 

your reading of articles 

 

Discussion of and planning for Exam: 

Reflection Writing from the Course 

Projects and Readings 

 

Nov. 16 Reporting on a 

Feminist 

Community of 

Action   

Choose one; read and prepare summary + eval: 

Jacobs, Janet Liebman. “Women, Genocide, and Memory: 

The Ethics of Feminist Ethnography in Holocaust Research.” 

Gender & Society 18.2 (2004): 223-238. 

 

“Speed Round” Discussion of Articles 

 

https://www.dukeupress.edu/Assets/PubMaterials/978-0-8223-5236-5_601.pdf
https://www.dukeupress.edu/Assets/PubMaterials/978-0-8223-5236-5_601.pdf
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Ghosh, Nandini. “Doing Feminist Ethnography: Exploring 

the Lives of Disabled Women.” Indian Anthropologist 42.1 

(2012): 11-26. 

 

Checker, Melissa, Dana-Ain Davis, and Mark Schuller. “The 

Conflicts of Crisis: Critical Reflections on Feminist 

Ethnography and Anthropological Activism.” American 

Anthropologist 116.2 (2014): 408-420. 

 

Bell, Shannon Elizabeth. “Bridging Activism and the 

Academy: Exposing Environmental Injustices Through the 

Feminist Ethnographic Method of Photovoice.” Human 

Ecology Review 21.1 (2015): 27-58. 

 

Underwood, Mair and Rebecca Olson. “Manly Tears 

Exploded from My Eyes, Let’s Feel Together Brahs’: 

Emotion and Masculinity within an Online Body Building 

Community.” Journal of Sociology (2018): 1-18.  

 

Reger, Jo. “The Story of a Slut Walk; Sexuality, Race, and 

Generational Divisions in Contemporary Feminist Activism.” 

Journal of Contemporary Ethnography 44.1 (2015): 84-112.  

 

Schilt, Kristen and Christine L. Williams. “Access Denied: 

Men Doing Anthropology of Women.” Men and 

Masculinities 11.2 (December 2008): 219-226. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Nov 20 Reflecting 

and Office 

Hour Drop-in 

You might choose to use this extra drop-in office hour 

slot—3:30-4:30—to stop by the Zoom link with Sarah 

to confer about your plans for the EXAM essay. 

Optional drop-in time with Sarah in case you 

have questions about EXAM essay: 

 Nov 23 Prepare and 

submit 

reflection 

essay 

EXAM: Prepare plans for writing your reflective essay 

on your learning in the course. Refer to your notes from 

class discussion about the exam essay AND review the 

directions file in TCU BOX or D2L.  

EXAM: due at 4:30 today 

Though you may have done pre-planning 

and organizing of the essay, this 

registrar0assigned slow is for writing. 
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COURSE POLICIES AND GUIDING PRINCIPLES (Many from the University, some from Sarah) 

 
Native Land Acknowledgement 

 
We respectfully acknowledge all Native American peoples who have lived on this land since time 

immemorial. TCU especially acknowledges and pays respect to the Wichita and Affiliated Tribes, upon 

whose historical homeland our university is located. 

I hope you will visit TCU’s Native American Monument, installed near Jarvis Hall on October 

15, 2018. The monument celebrates and acknowledges all Native peoples who have lived in this region. A 

key statement on the monument notes “This ancient land, for all our relations,” also stated in Wichita: ti?i 

hira:r?a hira:wis hakitata:rira:rkwe?ekih.  

This phrase reflects that all living beings inhabiting this land—humans, animals, birds, insects, 

fish, plants, rocks, rivers, and all else—are connected and related. The Wichita and Affiliated Tribes, as 

well as other Native Americans, have been living in the region now known as north Texas for hundreds of 

years, and their ancestors for much longer than that. Through their ancient connection to this land, these 

peoples developed ways of living here in a positive, beneficial, and respectful manner. This 

acknowledgment honors their success in living with this ancient land and puts our knowledge—the 

knowledge produced and learned at TCU— in the context of this ancient land. 

 

Multi-faceted Diversity in the Classroom 

One goal central to our classroom community is to be sensitive to all kinds of diversity and associated 

strategies we can cultivate to support inclusive excellence. For example, we want to be aware that practices 

honoring neurodiversity would include supporting any student confronting a shutdown, burnout, or 

meltdown linked to neurodivergent bodymind. Likewise, students confronting stresses associated with their 

or their family members’ status as recent or longtime immigrants should find this classroom a safe space of 

support. Also, anyone facing economic pressure should not hesitate to request support in securing required 

texts. (Along those lines, having most readings for the course freely available in TCU BOX now will extend 

beyond the timeframe of the semester and allow alumni/ae of the course to secure copies of readings anytime 

now or later at no expense.)  

 

Pronouns and Identity 

Names and pronouns are deeply personal. Making assumptions about them can cause harm. In this class, 

we will respectfully use whatever name and pronouns peers, authors, and community members ask us to 

use. If we make a mistake, we will respectfully correct ourselves. 

 

Academic Integrity 

 

Academic Misconduct (Sec. 3.4 from the TCU Code of Student Conduct): Any act that violates the academic 

integrity of the institution is considered academic misconduct. The procedures used to resolve suspected acts of 

academic misconduct are available in the offices of Academic Deans and the Office of Campus Life and are listed in 

detail in the Undergraduate Catalog and Graduate Catalog. Specific examples include, but are not limited to:  

• Cheating: Copying from another student’s test paper, laboratory report, other report, or computer files and 

listings; using, during any academic exercise, material and/or devices not authorized by the person in charge of the 

test; collaborating with or seeking aid from another student during a test or laboratory without permission; 

knowingly using, buying, selling, stealing, transporting, or soliciting in its entirety or in part, the contents of a test or 

https://tcu.codes/code/index/3-prohibited-conduct/3-4-academic-misconduct/
http://tcu.smartcatalogiq.com/current/Undergraduate-Catalog/Student-Policies/Academic-Conduct-Policy-Details
http://tcu.smartcatalogiq.com/en/current/Graduate-Catalog/Academic-Conduct
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other assignment unauthorized for release; substituting for another student or permitting another student to substitute 

for oneself. 

• Plagiarism: The appropriation, theft, purchase or obtaining by any means another’s work, and the 

unacknowledged submission or incorporation of that work as one’s own offered for credit. Appropriation includes 

the quoting or paraphrasing of another’s work without giving credit therefore. 

• Collusion: The unauthorized collaboration with another in preparing work offered for credit. 

• Abuse of Resource Materials: Mutilating, destroying, concealing, or stealing such material. 

• Computer misuse: Unauthorized or illegal use of computer software or hardware through the TCU 

Computer Center or through any programs, terminals, or freestanding computers owned, leased or operated by TCU 

or any of its academic units for the purpose of affecting the academic standing of a student. 

• Fabrication and falsification: Unauthorized alteration or invention of any information or citation in an 

academic exercise. Falsification involves altering information for use in any academic exercise. Fabrication involves 

inventing or counterfeiting information for use in any academic exercise. 

• Multiple submission: The submission by the same individual of substantial portions of the same academic 

work (including oral reports) for credit more than once in the same or another class without authorization. 

• Complicity in academic misconduct: Helping another to commit an act of academic misconduct. 

• Bearing False Witness: Knowingly and falsely accusing another student of academic misconduct. 

 

Guidance for Using Digital Course Materials 

TCU students are prohibited from sharing any portion of course materials (including videos, PowerPoint slides, 

assignments, or notes) with others, including on social media, without written permission by the course instructor. 

Accessing, copying, transporting (to another person or location), modifying, or destroying programs, records, or data 

belonging to TCU or another user without authorization, whether such data is in transit or storage, is prohibited. 

The full policy is available. 

Violating this policy is considered a violation of Section 3.2.15 of the Student Code of Conduct (this policy may 

be found in the Student Handbook), and may also constitute Academic Misconduct or Disruptive Classroom 

Behavior (these policies may be found in the undergraduate catalog). TCU encourages student debate and 

discourse; accordingly, TCU generally interprets and applies its policies, including the policies referenced above, 

consistent with the values of free expression and First Amendment principles. 

 

Anti-Discrimination and Title IX Information 

Statement on TCU’s Discrimination Policy 

TCU prohibits discrimination and harassment based on age, race, color, religion, sex, sexual 

orientation, gender, gender identity, gender expression, national origin, ethnic origin, disability, 

predisposing genetic information, covered veteran status, and any other basis protected by law, 

except as permitted by law. TCU also prohibits unlawful sexual and gender-based harassment 

and violence, sexual assault, incest, statutory rape, sexual exploitation, intimate partner violence, 

bullying, stalking, and retaliation. We understand that discrimination, harassment, and sexual 

violence can undermine students’ academic success and we encourage students who have 

experienced any of these issues to talk to someone about their experience, so they can get the 

support they need. Review TCU’s Policy on Prohibited Discrimination, Harassment and 

Related Conduct or to file a complaint. 

 
Statement on Title IX at TCU 

As an instructor, one of my responsibilities is to help create a safe learning environment on our 

campus. It is my goal that you feel able to share information related to your life experiences in 

classroom discussions, in your written work, and in our one-on-one meetings. I will seek to keep 

any information your share private to the greatest extent possible. However, I have a mandatory 

reporting responsibility under TCU policy and federal law and I am required to share any 

information I receive regarding sexual harassment, discrimination, and related conduct with 

https://security.tcu.edu/polproc/usage-policy/
https://tcu.codes/code/index/
https://tcu.smartcatalogiq.com/current/Undergraduate-Catalog/Student-Policies/Academic-Conduct-Policy-Details
https://titleix.tcu.edu/title-ix/
https://titleix.tcu.edu/title-ix/
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TCU’s Title IX Coordinator. Students can receive confidential support and academic advocacy 

by contacting TCU’s Confidential Advocate in the Campus Advocacy, Resources & Education 

office at (817) 257-5225 or the Counseling & Mental Health Center or by calling (817) 257-

7863. Alleged violations can be reported to the Title IX Office or by calling (817) 257-8228. 

Should you wish to make a confidential report, the Title IX Office will seek to maintain your 

privacy to the greatest extent possible, but cannot guarantee confidentiality. Reports to law 

enforcement can be made to the Fort Worth Police Department at 911 for an emergency and 

(817) 335-4222 for non-emergency or TCU Police at (817) 257-7777. 

 
Obligations to Report Conduct Raising Title IX or VAWA Issues 

Mandatory Reporters: All TCU employees, except Confidential Resources, are considered 

Mandatory Reporters for purposes of their obligations to report, to the Coordinator, conduct that 

raises Title IX and/or VAWA (Violence Against Women Act) issues.  

Mandatory Reporters are required to immediately report to the Coordinator information about 

conduct that raises Title IX and/or VAWA issues, including any reports, complaints or 

allegations of sexual harassment, discrimination and those forms of prohibited conduct that relate 

to nonconsensual sexual intercourse or contact, sexual exploitation, intimate partner violence, 

stalking and retaliation involving any member of the TCU community, except as otherwise 

provided within the Policy on Prohibited Discrimination, Harassment and Related Conduct.  

Mandatory Reporters may receive this information in a number of ways. For example, a 

complainant may report the information directly to a Mandatory Reporter, a witness or third-

party may provide information to a Mandatory Reporter, or a Mandatory Reporter may 

personally witness such conduct. A Mandatory Reporter’s obligation to report such information 

to the Coordinator does not depend on how he/she received the information. Mandatory 

Reporters must provide all known information about conduct that raises Title IX or VAWA 

issues to the Coordinator, including the identities of the parties, the date, time and location, and 

any other details. Failure of a Mandatory Reporters to provide such information to the 

Coordinator in a timely manner may subject the employee to appropriate discipline, including 

removal from a position or termination of employment. 

Mandatory Reporters cannot promise to refrain from forwarding the information to the 

Coordinator if it raises Title IX or VAWA issues or withhold information about such conduct 

from the Coordinator. Mandatory Reporters may provide support and assistance to a 

complainant, witness, or respondent, but they should not conduct any investigation or notify the 

respondent unless requested to do so by the Coordinator. 

Mandatory Reporters are not required to report information disclosed (1) at public awareness 

events (e.g., “Take Back the Night,” candlelight vigils, protests, “survivor speak-outs,” or other 

public forums in which students may disclose such information (collectively, public awareness 

events); or (2) during an individual’s participation as a subject in an Institutional Review Board 

approved human subjects research protocol (IRB Research). TCU may provide information 

about Title IX rights and available resources and support at public awareness events, however, 

and Institutional Review Boards may, in appropriate cases, require researchers to provide such 

information to all subjects of IRB Research. 

911 for an emergency and (817) 335-4222 for non-emergency or TCU Police at (817) 257-7777. 

 
Student Access and Accommodation: Statement of Disability Services at TCU 

Student Access and Accommodation: Texas Christian University affords students with 

disabilities reasonable accommodations in accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act 

https://counseling.tcu.edu/
https://titleix.tcu.edu/student-toolkit/
http://titleix.tcu.edu/wp-content/uploads/2018/07/Policy-on-Prohibited-Discrimination-Harrassmentand-Related-Conduct_7-10-18.pdf
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and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act. To be eligible for disability-related academic 

accommodations, students are required to register with Student Access and Accommodation and 

have requested accommodations for this specific course. Students are required to provide 

instructors an official TCU notification of accommodation approved through Student Access and 

Accommodation. More information on how to apply for accommodations can be found 

at Student Access and Accommodation, or by calling Student Access and Accommodation at 

(817) 257-6567. Accommodations are not retroactive and require advance notice to implement. 

 
Supplemental Statement on Disability Support from the Instructor/Sarah Robbins 

I am committed to your success in this class. Please don’t hesitate to let me know if you need 

accommodations to support your work, even if they are not included in official paperwork from the 

university. I’m always happy to discuss and plan for individualized contexts. 

 
Technology Policy and Netiquette 

You may take notes on a laptop or tablet during class time, and you may use devices to look up 

information relevant to our discussions. (For instance, you may use a cell phone to look up information 

relevant to class work while joining in a Zoom discussion on a tablet or laptop.) Otherwise, please do 

limit your use of cell phones to break time or before/after class sessions. No portion of the class should 

be recorded without the prior consent of all present. 

 

All members of the class are expected to follow rules of common courtesy in all email messages, 

discussions, and chats. That is, the same expectations for classroom courtesy apply online as they do in 

person. Please be respectful of other students. Foul discourse cannot be tolerated. Do take a moment and 

read the basic information about netiquette (http://www.albion.com/netiquette/). Participating in the 

virtual realm, including social media sites and shared-access sites sometimes used for educational 

collaborations, should be done with honor and integrity. This site provides guidance on personal media 

accounts and sites (https://tinyurl.com/PersonalMedia). Please review TCU’s guidelines on electronic 

communications (email, text messages, social networks, etc.) from the Student Handbook: 

https://tcu.codes/policies/network-and-computing-policy/e-mail-electronic-communications-social-networks/ 

 
Need training on using ZOOM?:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rC7OyDjasBs&feature=emb_title 

 

Notice of potential recording of class sessions: 

It’s possible we may need to record a class session or part of a session—e.g., if we need to provide access 

to information/content for a student or student who cannot participate to hear vital material presented. In 

such cases, please take this description of recording policy in mind: 

Our class sessions will [in such cases] be recorded [per above] for use by enrolled students, including 

those who are unable to attend live. Students who participate with their camera engaged or utilize a 

profile image are consenting to have their video or image recorded. If you do not wish to consent to have 

your profile or video image recorded, be sure to keep your camera off and do not use a profile image. 

Likewise, students who un-mute during class and participate orally are consenting to have their voices 

recorded. If you do not wish to consent to have your voice recorded during class, you will need to keep 

your mute button activated and communicate exclusively using the "chat" feature, which allows students 

to type questions and comments live. Further, if you anticipate that you will not consent to your video 

and/or audio participation being recorded, please contact the instructor (Sarah) immediately so that she 

(Sarah) may work with you to determine how to assess  your class participation and assignments that may 

require collaboration during the class session.  

 

http://www.acs.tcu.edu/disability_services.asp
http://www.albion.com/netiquette/
http://www.albion.com/netiquette/
http://www.uh.edu/policies/social-media/#UH%20Students%20who%20maintain%20personal%20media%20sites
http://www.uh.edu/policies/social-media/#UH%20Students%20who%20maintain%20personal%20media%20sites
https://tinyurl.com/PersonalMedia
https://tcu.codes/policies/network-and-computing-policy/e-mail-electronic-communications-social-networks/
https://tcu.codes/policies/network-and-computing-policy/e-mail-electronic-communications-social-networks/
https://tcu.codes/policies/network-and-computing-policy/e-mail-electronic-communications-social-networks/
https://tcu.codes/policies/network-and-computing-policy/e-mail-electronic-communications-social-networks/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rC7OyDjasBs&feature=emb_title
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Email Requirement/Notification 

Email Notification: Only the official TCU student email address will be used for all course 

notification. It is your responsibility to check your TCU email on a regular basis. When contacting the 

instructor, please allow at least 48 hours for a response on the weekend, 24 hours during the week. 

 

TCU Resources for Students 

Campus Offices 

• Brown-Lupton Health Center (817-257-7863) 

• Campus Life (817-257-7926, Sadler Hall 2006) 

• Center for Academic Services (817-257-7486, Sadler Hall 1022) 

• Center for Digital Expression (CDeX) (817-257-7350, Scharbauer 2003). 

• Mary Couts Burnett Library (817-257-7117)  

• Office of Religious & Spiritual Life (817-257-7830, Jarvis Hall 1stfloor) 

• Student Development Services (817-257-7855, BLUU 2003) 

• TCU Center for Writing (817-257-7221, Reed Hall 419) 

• Transfer Student Center (817-257-7855, BLUU 2003) 

• Veterans Services (817-257-5557, Jarvis Hall 219) 

 

Dealing with Illness or Symptoms of Illness 

Covid-19 is affecting all of us, even those who may never be diagnosed with the disease. In a community such as 

TCU’s we have a special responsibility to look out for each other. One person contracting the disease can quickly—

with no intention of doing so—become a super-spreader, because we’re in an environment where lots of people 

come into contact with each other every day. Please wear a mask and honor social distancing. Wash hands and/or 

use hand sanitizer. 

 If you have any symptoms, or if you’ve come in contact with someone who’s been diagnosed or come in 

contact with someone who’s been diagnosed, please take careful steps to protect others and yourself. Do not attend 

class or in-person meetings if you are feeling ill. If you have no symptoms but have been exposed, get tested.  

 Though our class is meeting online via Zoom, rest assured that Sarah, your instructor, will understand if 

you need to miss one or more sessions to deal with a medical situation of your own or one involving family 

members or friends whose health you are supporting. Just let me (Sarah) know as soon as possible. Don’t feel you 

must share personal specifics, on the one hand; on the other hand, I’m always happy to listen and help you find the 

best places to go to get support. Let’s all stay safe and support each other—physically, mentally, and emotionally. 

Campus Life and the Student Experience will Be Different This Year  

The health and safety of students, faculty, and staff is Texas Christian University’s highest priority. TCU has 

implemented public health interventions, which includes following local and state public health orders and CDC 

guidelines. These health interventions may impact your experience as a student both inside and outside the 

classroom. Safety protocols may change during the semester and may result in modifications or changes to the 

teaching format, delivery method, or the course schedule (e.g., altering meeting times or frequency; changing 

beginning or ending dates for a term; or partially or completely moving from a face-to-face classroom teaching to an 

online teaching or remote learning format). Any changes in teaching format, delivery method, or course schedule 

will not impact the credit hours for the course. 

Health and Wellness 

If you are exhibiting symptoms that may be related to COVID-19 (fever or chills, dry cough, shortness of breath, 

etc.) or are concerned that you may have been exposed to COVID-19, you must self-quarantine and consult with the 

Brown Lupton Health Center at 817-257-7949 for further guidance.  
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In addition, you must notify the Campus Life Office immediately at 817-257-7926. Campus Life will inform your 

professors that you are unable to attend class, and provide any assistance and support needed. Click here for detailed 

information concerning COVID-19 symptoms: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus. 

If you are unwell, but are not exhibiting potential COVID-19-related symptoms, please notify your instructor as 

soon as possible that you are ill and will not be attending class.  

If you do not feel well enough to attend class in person, but feel well enough to attend class remotely, please notify 

your instructor as soon as possible before the class begins to arrange attendance via video conferencing. 

 

Face Coverings and Physical Distancing:   

Face coverings are required on campus, unless you are alone in your private office or dorm room. Students will be 

expected to practice physical distancing and wear protective face coverings at all times while in public spaces on the 

TCU campus. Failing to do so in the classroom could result in the student being asked to leave the room and 

continue the class through remote access. Additionally, the instructor has the option to terminate the class period and 

continue it as a remote session if students do not wear required masks or practice physical distancing. Failure to 

comply with the instructor’s request to adhere to TCU policy regarding face coverings or repeat violations may be 

reported to Campus Life.  

 

Attendance Policy and Late Work  

Participation makes up 10% of your grade in this class. If you arrive more than 20 minutes late to class (i.e., a 

ZOOM synchronous session), this will count as an absence.  If you arrive less than 20 minutes late, or leave less 

than 20 minutes early, you will be marked tardy and receive 2 attendance points for the session rather than full 

credit. Note that you have opportunities for making up absences via attendance at campus events (in-person or 

virtual) or pre-approved alternate events/activities related to course content. Also, note that you may request pre-

approval of an absence without sharing specific information, if you need to miss for personal health reasons.  

Late work is acceptable if arrangements are made before the due date. If you have an official university absence, you 

can submit any assignments from the day of your absence before the next class session, provided you have made 

arrangements in advance. Note that the university attendance policy states that regular and punctual class 

attendance is essential and that no assigned work is entirely excused because of absence, no 

matter what the cause. 
 

Participation grade reminder: 27 meetings for the course—3.75 points for full attendance at each meeting = grade of 

101.25 (recorded as 100), meaning that it’s possible to miss a couple of class meetings and still earn an A for participation. 

Note: You may also earn 4 additional points—thereby “making up” for a missed class meeting—by attending a pre-

approved (online or in-person) campus event and providing a written reflection.  

Maximum grade for participation grade = 100%; see its connection to the overall grade outlined earlier in syllabus. 

 

PENALTY FOR LATE WORK SUBMISSION for which advance arrangements not made with Sarah:  

5 points per day late. Please do let me (Sarah) know if you need an adjustment in a due date. 
 

NOTE: Late final/exam projects cannot be accepted after 4:00 p.m. on Friday, December 30, due to 
deadline for submitting final grades to the registrar. 
 

Grade Appeals 

See the university policy here: https://tcu.codes/policies/academic-affairs/grade-appeal/ 
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